The following figures compare the "fingertip" and "forceps" methods, using two measures of efficiency -speed of cleaning and amount of breakage.
A class of 15 students, already experienced in cleaning cleistothecia by traditional means, was instructed to isolate four cleistothecia using forceps (dark bars) and then, after a brief introduction to the method, to isolate another four using fingertips (light bars). The "fingertip" method cut cleaning time by over 70%, and the rate of cleistothecium breakage was cut by over 90%. The effectiveness of cleaning was attested to both by microscopic observation of peridial surfaces and by finding the expected phenotypic ratios amongst the progeny (data not shown). The numbers of bacterial colonies appearing on ascospore spread plates were very low, and comparable with both methods.
